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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

between 

U.S. EPA RE<HON VI 

and 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON I!NVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

on 

CUMULATIVE RISKS 

I. Background. 

a. This Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) establishes the goals and methods that will facilitate the joint 
sharing ofinformati,on between U.S. Environmenta) Protection Agency (EJ>A) Region VI(EPA.Region VI) 
and Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ), jointly referrod to as ''Parties," in the study of 
cumulative risks. 

b. The TCEQ is assessing issues relating to cumulative risks ai prov,dcd by l'exas Water Code, Sc::ction 
5.130 which states that "[t]hc Commission shall: (1) develop and implement policies, by specific 
environmental media, to protect the public from cumulative risks in areas of concentrated operations; ;md 
(2) give priority to monitoring and enforcement in a.rcas in which regulated flicilit.icl:l are concentrated. 

c. The EPA, in response to increasing focus on cumulative risks, has begun to explore cumulative 
approaches to risk assessments. The EPA has convened a technical panel called Risk Assessment Forum 
(RAF) to deve)op a frC~mework for cumulative risk assessments. 

D. Purpose. 

a. The purpose of this MOA is to set forth understandings of relationships and responsibilities to allow the 
Parties to share information relating to the further st\)dy and consideration of cumulative risks, in areas 
including permitting activities, rules, and policies. 

b. The Parties recognize that definitions, appro-.lCbe.s, ilnd methodologies toward studying of cumulative risks 
may differ between the Parties, and that there are situations where coordination and sharing of information 
may be mutually beneficial as each agency seeb to better unclerstc~nd various aspects of cumulative risks. 

ill. R~sponsibillties. 

a. The Parties mutually agree: 

1. That the Parties will support the exchange oftechnical info.nnation relating to the study and considerntion 
of cumulative hnp:1cts in IU'eas including permitting activities, rules, and policjes. 

2. That each Pilrty will provide the requested infonnation Lo the extent possible without disrupting its own 
activities. 
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3. That both Parties may coordinate1 where ;1ppropriote and contingent upon funding. on research and data­
collecting acti,·ities related to cumulative risks. 

4. That each Party will appointrepresentat1vcs to facilitate the shariDgofinf()tl"mtionand coordination under 
this MOA.. These representativt:s shall serve a.c; the points-of-contact between the Parties on matters relating 
to thisMOA. · 

S. Thsl c:ach Party will request information or request for coordination on projects relating to research or 
data-collecting activities through the appointed rep~sentltive. 

6. That each P~rty will coordinate with the other prior to any press releases. or other publio a.ff~rs 
information related to joint efforts under this MOA. 

IV. Effect of MOA 

This MOA is effective upon the date of the la~t signature by the Partjes and shaH remain effective for a 
two-year period from the effective date unlc.."Ss terminated in accordance with this MOA. Either Psrty may 
terminate this MOA by providing 90-calendar days written notice. This MOA may be modified by mutual 
cons~tnt of thl! Parties. 

On behalf of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, 

On behalf of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region VI, 

a"Wrence E. Starfie!d Date 
Deputy Regional Administrator 




